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Dear Sisters, 

Greetings from Auxilium Bandra! 
 

Oh come Divine Messiah, The world in silence waits the day 

When hope shall sing of triumph, And sadness flees away... 
 

Christmas is a commemoration of God's coming into the world. He came for all of us - 

believers and non-believers alike. His birth should bring us hope and triumph which will 

dispel sadness from our lives. 

This is a season of Waiting, of Hope and of Celebration! Yes we all await Christmas with 

hope and we celebrate with joy, but what do we celebrate? It is God’s love that we 

celebrate in Christmas, a love that is unconditional and unchanging, a love that is total, a 

love that is merciful and forgiving. His love is personal and universal. Let us celebrate that 

reality, God’s love for us and His Presence with us, in the  midst of all turmoil, destructions, 

violence and exploitations, despair and sadness,  God makes His home in the heart of every 

person  who  awaits his coming with joy and hope. Let us share with the world the message 

that God loves us and God is with us and God is for us.  

The season of Advent is not just a time of looking forward, but also a time to look back and 

ask ourselves, What difference has last Christmas made in my life? Was Christ made 

manifest through my life, in my actions and way of dealing with others?  At each Christmas 

Christ brings us a new gift, a spiritual gift that enriches our life and makes us a little more 

like Him. He is coming again, let us open our hearts to discover his special gift for us this 

year.  
 

Let the message of Pope Francis enlighten us this Advent.  

“I invite all Christians Everywhere, at this very moment, to a Renewed Personal Encounter 

with Jesus Christ. Always Remember this: Life is a journey. It is a Path, A journey to meet 

Jesus. The birth of Jesus brings us the Good News that we are loved immensely and uniquely 

by God. When Jesus is the centre, Light Shines even Amid, the darkest times of our lives. May 

the commitment to journeying in faith and behaving in a manner consistent with the Gospel 

accompany you this Advent Season”. 
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“In this season of Advent let us expand the horizons of our hearts to be surprised by the life 

which is present each day with its novelty. In order to do this we need to learn to not depend 

on our own securities, our own consolidated plans because the Lord comes in the hour which 

we don’t imagine. This introduces to a much more beautiful, great dimension” 

\ \ \ \ ã|á{ ã|á{ ã|á{ ã|á{     xtv{xtv{xtv{xtv{        Éy Éy Éy Éy     çÉâ t çÉâ t çÉâ t çÉâ t YYYYxÜäxÇà fxtáÉÇ Éy TwäxÇà xÜäxÇà fxtáÉÇ Éy TwäxÇà xÜäxÇà fxtáÉÇ Éy TwäxÇà xÜäxÇà fxtáÉÇ Éy TwäxÇà 4444        
 

 VVVVÉÅÅâÇ|vtà|ÉÇÉÅÅâÇ|vtà|ÉÇÉÅÅâÇ|vtà|ÉÇÉÅÅâÇ|vtà|ÉÇááááM M M M     
� We warmly welcome Sr. Manisha Parmar, who has returned to our Province after giving 

herself as a missionary in Tunisia for the past 8 years. She will form part of the 

Community of Mazzarello Centre – Uttan, while she attends a few spiritual renewal 

courses in the coming months.  
 

� One of the Province initiatives for the 140
th

 anniversary of the first Missionary 

expedition of our Institute was, to offer a few of our young sisters a Mission experience 

of Evangelization and Catechesis in the villages of North East India. This one week 

Mission deepening Program organized annually by Most Rev. Emeritus Bishop Thomas 

Menamparambil, brings young religious of different congregations together for a 

common missionary programme. Sr. Rita D’Souza, Sr. Meenal Bhosale, Sr. Smitha 

Gonsalves and Sr. Savina Naik along with our two junior Sisters in Guwahati - Sr. Monica 

Macwan and Sr. Kavita Dias will take part in this missionary exposure programme to be 

held in the Province of Guwahati from 6
th

 – 13
th

 January 2018. We wish them a very 

fruitful and enriching mission experience in the villages of North East India. 
 

� The Western Region CRI is organizing a seminar for formators on the theme: Nurturing a 

Wider Perspective in Formation from 4 – 6 January 2018 at JDV Pune. The participants 

will be Sr. Cecilia Crasta, Sr. Supriya Noronha Sr. Jaya Pedthala and myself. 

 

� NDF Annual General Body Meeting will be held from 15 – 18 December 2018 at Aluva – 

Kerala. The participants from our province are Sr. Moksha Anthonappa, Sr. Collette 

Gonsalves and Sr. Smitha Monis. Mr. Bernard D’Souza from Sahayini Tech Centre will 

join them.  

 

[xtÜàç vÉÇzÜtàâÄtà|ÉÇá[xtÜàç vÉÇzÜtàâÄtà|ÉÇá[xtÜàç vÉÇzÜtàâÄtà|ÉÇá[xtÜàç vÉÇzÜtàâÄtà|ÉÇá    àÉàÉàÉàÉ 
� Sr. Santana Pereira who successfully completed her M.Th in Spirituality, securing a 

Distinction.    
 

� Sr. Esperanca D’Sa who completed her MA in history successfully.  

    

f|ÇvxÜx tÑÑÜxv|tà|ÉÇ tÇw g{tÇ~á àÉMf|ÇvxÜx tÑÑÜxv|tà|ÉÇ tÇw g{tÇ~á àÉMf|ÇvxÜx tÑÑÜxv|tà|ÉÇ tÇw g{tÇ~á àÉMf|ÇvxÜx tÑÑÜxv|tà|ÉÇ tÇw g{tÇ~á àÉM    
� Sr. Magdelene Sequeira for planning and accompanying the Postulants on their mission 

experience, offering them rich experiences of working with the Young at Risk at 
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Koparkhairane and the with the Tribal communities of Sindoni. We thank the 

communities of Koparkhairane and Sindoni for facilitating the mission experience and 

making the necessary arrangements for the entire programme.  

 

� Rev. Fr. Dudley Mendonca S.J. who gracefully and efficiently animated our Sisters above 

55 years of age and Animators of Communities, through the on “Ageing Gracefully” and 

“Leadership in Community”, respectively. We thank Him for the quality time he has 

spent with our sisters in enriching them, with his most thought provoking and easy steps 

to maintain mental, spiritual and physical health through the dynamics of the famous 

N.C.D. God bless you Fr. Dudley for the trouble you have taken in making these days 

moments of growth and life transformation. 

 

� Rev. Fr. Biji Thomas Sdb who preached the Annual Retreat for the Animators. The Holy 

Spirit working in and through him, was very much visible, as he powerfully proclaimed 

the Word of God, helping the participants to meet Jesus and experience his mercy in a 

tangible manner.  

 

� The sisters who generously gave their services in helping out during the three batches of 

Annual Retreats and the two Seminars held at SJTC-Lonavla. I thank Sr. Cecilia Crasta and 

Community, Sr. Regina Fernandes who co-ordinated the catering sector and all the 

candidates who collaborated and helped out untiringly. Special thanks to the 

Community of Auxilium Convent - Lonavla for providing accommodation to the 

retreatants and participants of the two Seminars. May God bless your generosity and 

reward you graciously.  

 

� Sr. Santana Pereira and the Mission & Evangelization Team for their various initiatives 

and well-prepared animation material provided to help us celebrate meaningfully the 

140
th

 Anniversary of the First Missionary Expedition of our Institute.  

 

� Sr. Shiny Alphonse, for organizing the Past Pupils’ Annual Meet, and the Community of 

Auxilium Convent - Pali Hill for hosting the same. 

 

� Sr. Meenakshi D’Silva and the Youth Pastoral Team for Organizing the Youth Fest at 

Pansora and Ahmednagar for the youth of Maharashtra and Gujarat regions and to the 

Communities of Jag Prakash - Pansora and Laura Vicuna Niwas - Ahmednagar for hosting 

the meet.  

 

� The members of the Social Communication and Vocation Promotion Sector for jointly 

organizing the Faith Fest at St. Francis Xavier Convent – Benaulim and Maria Vihar – 

Nashik, offering young people a deeper faith experience. 

 

� Sr. Rita Fernandes and her team for organizing the Vocation Youth Gather at Mazzarello 

Kendra – Kasarkod for the youth of the Karnataka region. 
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cÜtçxÜcÜtçxÜcÜtçxÜcÜtçxÜáááá    ÜxÖâxáàxw yÉÜÜxÖâxáàxw yÉÜÜxÖâxáàxw yÉÜÜxÖâxáàxw yÉÜMMMM        
� The sister of Sr. Cecilia Crasta who is ill and still in needs of God’s healing touch.  

 

[xtÜàyxÄà vÉÇwÉÄxÇvxá àÉM[xtÜàyxÄà vÉÇwÉÄxÇvxá àÉM[xtÜàyxÄà vÉÇwÉÄxÇvxá àÉM[xtÜàyxÄà vÉÇwÉÄxÇvxá àÉM    
� Sr. Wilma de Souza at the passing away of her sister Ms. Una De Souza at Bangalore on 

4
th

 November 2017. 
 

� Fr. Jose Mathew, Provincial, and his Confreres of INN Delhi at the passing away of Fr. 

Padamattumel Varkey on 19
th

 November 2017. 
 

� To the Superior General and sisters of the Congregation MSMHC at the passing away of 

their Former Superior General Rev. Mother Elizabeth Pakumala (79) on 27
th

 November 
  

2017. 

 

May the departed enjoy eternal peace! 

 

 

 

 

 

jjjj|á{ |á{ |á{ |á{     çÉâ çÉâ çÉâ çÉâ tÄÄ tÄÄ tÄÄ tÄÄ t t t t [tÑÑç[tÑÑç[tÑÑç[tÑÑç    V{Ü|áà|ÅtáV{Ü|áà|ÅtáV{Ü|áà|ÅtáV{Ü|áà|Åtá    tÇwtÇwtÇwtÇw    
t t t t ZÜtvxZÜtvxZÜtvxZÜtvx@@@@y|ÄÄxwy|ÄÄxwy|ÄÄxwy|ÄÄxw    axã lxtÜaxã lxtÜaxã lxtÜaxã lxtÜ4444        

    
 

 

 

 

 

 

Yours affectionately, 

 

 

Sr. Ritha Dora Thomas fma 

Provincial 
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PROVINCIAL’S ITINERARY 

 

DECEMBER 2017  

 

11 - 12   Auxilium, Wadala PV 

13 - 15   Provincial Office 

16 - 17   Bableshwar PV 

21 - 20  Provincial Office     

21 -22   Ahmednagar PV 

23 - 28   Provincial Office  

29 – 30              Provincial Council meet - Bandra  

 

JANUARY 2018 

01-02                           Provincial Office 

3-6               WRCI, Seminar for Formators JDV Pune 

7 - 8                Provincial Office 

9 - 10   Benauliim Team Visist / PV 

11-12       Caranzalem PV 

13              Velim PV 

14              Sulcorna PV 

15-16 am    Carona  PV   

17    Major Superiors meet in Goa 

19-20   Provincial Council meet, Bandra  

 23   Departure for Kolkata 

24-28   Triennial Evaluation – Kolkata 
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