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Greetings 

Dear Sisters, 
 

Greetings from Provincialate, Bandra! 

The month of June is dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, but is also blessed with the 

commemoration of various liturgical feasts celebrated during this month. On 4
th

 June we celebrated 

the feast of the Pentecost, the decent of the Holy Spirit, the birthday of the Church. The Holy Spirit is 

God's gift. We will receive this gift in as much as we are open to Him. "God's love has been poured 

into our hearts through the Holy Spirit.  Let us unite in beseeching the Holy Spirit to bestow on all 

believers, especially on the leaders of the Church, His gifts of Wisdom, Understanding, Counsel, 

Fortitude, Knowledge, Piety and Fear of the Lord.  
 

The Most Holy TrinityThe Most Holy TrinityThe Most Holy TrinityThe Most Holy Trinity    
The Christian confession of faith begins with the statement: “I believe in one God”. The Father lives 

and reigns with Jesus Christ in the unity of the Holy Spirit and hence is a Trinitarian God.  Jesus said 

to his disciples: “When the Spirit of truth comes he will lead you to the complete truth”. The most 

profound truth of all is about the nature of the true God, a Trinity of Persons, Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit. This truth is far beyond our understanding but is implanted close into our hearts by God’s 

Spirit. The second profound truth is that we are made in God’s image. This truth is also far beyond 

our understanding, but is capable of being lived out by us through the power of the same Spirit living 

in us. We live in God through our communion with one another as Christians. Thankful for the gift of 

love that God always gives us, let us go forth, bringing others to that relationship with the Father, 

Son and the Holy Spirit, helping them to experience deeper unity and communion in their personal 

lives, in their families, and in their communities. 
 

Jesus, the Bread of Life Jesus, the Bread of Life Jesus, the Bread of Life Jesus, the Bread of Life     
The feast of Corpus Christi is celebrated to emphasize the belief in the real presence of Jesus’ Body 

and Blood in the Eucharist.  It is also a celebration of his generous hospitality. When He feeds the 

multitudes, we see His warm compassion towards those who had come to hear him speak about 

God. In one of Matthew's accounts of the multiplication of the loaves (15: 29 -37), He was up in the 

hills, but the people toiled up to him and stayed with him. They were drawn to him, attracted by his 

loving kindness. Their desire for what he had to give, the food of the spirit, was strong and he gave it 

to them in abundance. And yet, although he knew that they hungered for more than simple bread, 

he did not ignore their physical needs. He could not bear to see them go away hungry, so he gave 

them the physical sustenance they also needed. So Jesus' hospitality is wide; it embraces the whole  
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person. He wants them to go away satisfied physically and spiritually. Every celebration of the 

Eucharist is the celebration of the real presence of Jesus. May our celebration lead us to deeply 

reverence the real presence of Christ in the Sacrament we receive. 

 

Feast of the Sacred Heart Feast of the Sacred Heart Feast of the Sacred Heart Feast of the Sacred Heart     
The feast of the Sacred Heart is observed on June 23 this year. The devotion to the Sacred Heart of 

Jesus is one of the most widely practiced and well-known Catholic devotions. The devotion especially 

emphasizes the unmitigated love, compassion, and long-suffering of the heart of Christ towards 

humanity. To be loved is indeed the greatest human need.  And to satisfy that hunger for love, Christ 

hung on the tree of the cross. If only we lived in the consciousness of that love our greatest need 

would be satisfied. 

When we celebrate the feast of the Sacred Heart, we celebrate the human personality of Jesus: His 

thoughts, attitudes, desires, decisions, fidelity, loving kindness, compassion and gentleness. In other 

words we recall his human Love.  The Sacred Heart is the open invitation to all of us to enter the rest 

of the Father and the Holy Spirit as Jesus himself did. He invites us to be humble and meek in order 

to win favour of the Father and the Spirit. Jesus meek and humble of heart make our hearts like unto 

yours, this will be our refrain during this month.Let us not forget the Renewal & Consecration of the 

family to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, with a meaningful service on this day. 

 

Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul     
This day has been consecrated for us by the martyrdom of the blessed apostles Peter and Paul, the 

most well-known among the apostles, who were greatly responsible for spreading Christ’s message 

in the early Church. St. Peter was crucified; St. Paul, a Roman citizen, was slain by the sword. If not 

for these two people, today the Church would not have been so vast and wide spread. They are   not 

some obscure martyrs. "Their sound has gone out into all the earth and their words to the ends of 

the world". They were moulded to be wonderful witnesses of the Lord. By God’s grace they grew in 

faith and became the pillars of the church. This growth has taken place through a path of suffering. 

The feast of these two saints is also commemorated as the Pope’s Day. May God bless Pope Francis 

with good health, wisdom, discernment and the grace he requires to lead and guide the Church of 

Christ in these difficult times.As we  celebrate this feast, consecrated for us by the blood of the 

apostles let us live their faith, their lives, their labours, their sufferings, their confession of faith, their 

preaching. 

 

Birthday of St. John the Birthday of St. John the Birthday of St. John the Birthday of St. John the BaptistBaptistBaptistBaptist::::    
Celebrating the birth of john the Baptist with solemnity, the Church recognizes this great figure who 

was Christ’s precursor. Jesus called John the greatest of all those who had preceded him: Describing 

him as ‘the greatest of the prophets’, Pope Francis summed up the three key vocations of John in 

three words: ‘prepare’, ‘discern’ and ‘diminish’. 

John was a man who prepared the way for Jesus without taking any of the glory for himself. People 

sought him out and followed him because he was a powerful preacherbut when asked if he was the 

Messiah, John replied that he was just “a voice” who had come “to prepare the way of the Lord.” The 

second vocation of John the Baptist, was to discern, among so many good people, who was the true 

Messiah. When John saw Jesus passing by, he said to the disciples, “Look, the Lamb of God, who 

takes away the sin of the world”. The disciples looked, but let Jesus go on, so John repeated to them  
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the next day, “Look, this is God’s chosen one!” The third vocation of John the Baptist, Pope Francis 

said, is to diminish himself, so that the Lord may grow in the hearts of others. This third stage of 

John’s vocation is the most difficult one, the Pope noted, because Jesus had a way of behaving which 

was so very different from what John had imagined. Just before his death in prison, John is filled with 

doubt and sends his disciples to ask Jesus if he really is the chosen one. In the darkness of his doubts, 

John remains a model for Christians today. Pope Francis concluded by saying that as Christians we 

too must prepare the way of the Lord, we must discern the truth and we must diminish ourselves so 

that the Lord can grow in our hearts and in the souls of others. 
 

Salesian SaintSalesian SaintSalesian SaintSalesian Saint    of Juneof Juneof Juneof June: 
Bl.Joseph Cafasso was born at Castelnuovod'Asti in the Piedmont, Italy, of peasant parents. He 

studied at the seminary at Turin, and was ordained in 1833. He continued his theological studies at 

the seminary and university at Turin and then at the Institute of St. Francis, and despite a deformed 

spine, became a brilliant lecturer in moral theology. He was a popular teacher, actively opposed 

Jansenism, and fought state intrusion into Church affairs. He succeeded Luigi Guala as Rector of the 

Institute in 1848 and made a deep impression on his young priest students with his holiness and 

insistence on discipline and high standards. He was a sought-after confessor and spiritual adviser, 

and ministered to prisoners, working to improve their terrible conditions. He met Don Bosco in 1827 

and the two became close friends. It was through Joseph's encouragement that Bosco decided his 

vocation was working with boys. Joseph was his adviser, worked closely with him in his foundations, 

and convinced others to fund and found religious institutes and charitable organizations. Joseph died 

on June 23 at Turin and was canonized in 1947. His feast day is June 23rd. 

 

Communications:Communications:Communications:Communications:    
� We are grateful and proud that our Mother Province, The Province of St. Thomas the Apostle - 

Chennai will soon experience the installation of the Province of Our Lady of Snow – Trichy, in the 

presence of Mother General on 10
th

 June 2017. The Salesian Charism is growing far into the 

peripheries, spreading the good news of the Gospel. Hearty Congratulations and prayerful 

wishes to Sr. Amalanathan Mary Margaret who will carry forward the New Province as the first 

Provincial. 
 

� We also extend our greetings and prayers to Sr. Celine Jacob and Sr. Lazar Maria Nirmala who 

begin their term as Provincials of the Provinces of Bangalore - INK and Chennai – INM 

respectively. May the Holy Spirit journey with them as they assume their new assignment. 

 

� On 21 May 2017 we had the grand opening of the renovated hostel of Maria Vihar and on 28
th

 

May we had the inauguration of extension block of Maria Kripa Girl’s Centre, Madanthyar. Both 

these Centres have been equipped to provide much improved living environment to students 

and working girls. We congratulate Sr. Philo D’Souza and Sr. Caroline Menezes for leading this 

project and for planning and organizing the opening ceremony together with the sisters of their 

their Communities. We are grateful to “Fondazione Mille soli”, for financially supporting the 

project at Madanthyar and to Mr. Alessandro, the President of the Association, for his presence 

during the inaugural function. 

 

� The month’s mind Mass for Sr. Gladys D’Souza will be celebrated at MYC - Wadala at 7.00 p.m 

on 20th June 2017. 
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� Sr. Jaya Pedthala will be returning back to the province after completing her Bachelor’s Degree 

in Religious Sciences on 10th July 2017. She will assume her new assignment as the assistant to 

the Novices at SHTC - Nashik. We warmly welcome her and extend our good wishes and prayers. 
 

� A hearty welcome to our Missionary Sisters, Sr. Blanchi Sambrea and Sr. Fatima Rego who have 

come for their holidays. Sr. Blanchi will be returning to her Mission land – Cambodia. We also 

welcome Sr. Mary Chacko who will be arriving on 26 June to get ready some of her documents. 

On completion of her work , she will proceed to her new mission in South Africa.  
 

� The SPCSA (Salesian Provincial Conference of South Asia) has given the Salesian Province of 

Mumbai the mandate to organize the National Boscoree in the year 2018-2019.  It will be held at 

Nashik. At the request of the Salesian Provincial Fr. Godfrey D’Souza, the Provincial Council has 

nominated Sr. Rita Lobo and Sr. Nilima Rodgrigues  to be on the organizing committee of 

Boscoree. I request schools having Girl Guides to collaborate with them for the success of this 

major event. 

 

Hearty CongratulationsHearty CongratulationsHearty CongratulationsHearty Congratulations    totototo:::: 
� Our eight 2nd year Novices Srs. Minal Bhosle, Lavita Braganza, Veronica Fernandes, Shilpa 

Gonslves, Smitha Gonsalves, Priti Kemu, Sanjina Moteghar and Breenel Sambrea and to the 5 

Salesian Novices who made their First Profession on 24
th

 May 2017 at Don Bosco Parish Nashik. 

The Eucharist was presided over by the Salesian Provincial Fr.  Godfrey D’Souza. 
 

� Sr. Reshma Rosario, Sr. Rita D’Souza, Sr. Kavita Noronha Sr. Savita Parkhe, Sr. Sajan Gaikwad and 

Sr. Sunita Shah who made their Final Commitment on 25
th

 May 2017 at Ahmednagar and 29
th

 

May at Kasarkod. We wish them a fruitfulness and holy perseverance in their vocation.  
 

� To the Headmistress and staff and students of all our schools for the good results secured by the 

SSC and HSC students. 
 

Sincere appreciations and thanks toSincere appreciations and thanks toSincere appreciations and thanks toSincere appreciations and thanks to: 

 

� Sr. Salome D’Souza and the Community of SHTC- Nashik for hosting the Second Novitiate – 

Phase II, to Sr.Supriya Noronha for Coordinating the entire programmeand toWilma de Souza for 

accompanying the  junior Sisters throughout the period of Intensive juniorate particularly during 

the II phase of their second novitiate. 
 

� Sr. Salome D’Souza andcommunity of –Nashik for hosting the Annual Retreat for the Postulants, 

Novices and Juniorsfrom 16
th

 – 22
nd

May 2017 and to Fr. BanzelaoTeixeira for preaching the 

retreat. 
 

� Sr. Teresa Plathara, Sr. Rita Fernandes and the Communities of Ahmednagar and Kasarkod for 

hosting the Perpetual Professions on 25th May 2017 and 29th May 2017 respectively and for the 

various assignments carried out in connection with the perpetual professions. Thanks also to 

individual sisters who gave a helping hand for these celebrations. Thanks to the two main 

celebrants Fr. Michael Fernandes Sdb and Rev. Derek Fernandes, Bishop of Karwar. Our sincere 

thanks also go to Fr. Vishwas Pereira the Parish Priest of Savedi and  Fr. Richard Rodrigues the 

Parish priest of Kasarkod and their teams for their collaboration, support and guidance. 

 

 



 

 

May God’s blessing be upon you all for the good work done, the kind

hospitality shown and the loving care and attention offered to all on these occasions.

 

After the summer break, I am sure all have recouped and feel energized to take up joyfully and 

enthusiastically the mission (old or new) entrusted to you. Together we shall live our Da mihi animas 

with an oratorian heart. I quote from Mother General’s Cir

the young, not only to teach them something, but to learn from them. Helped by Mary, we live the da 

mihi animas cetera tolle with the passion of Don Bosco and Mother Mazzarello

for each of us during this new Scholas

 

 

Affectionately, 

 

 

Sr. Ritha Dora Thomas 

Provincial 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May God’s blessing be upon you all for the good work done, the kind service rendered, the warm 

hospitality shown and the loving care and attention offered to all on these occasions.

, I am sure all have recouped and feel energized to take up joyfully and 

enthusiastically the mission (old or new) entrusted to you. Together we shall live our Da mihi animas 

with an oratorian heart. I quote from Mother General’s Circular No.969 “We are called to walk with 

the young, not only to teach them something, but to learn from them. Helped by Mary, we live the da 

mihi animas cetera tolle with the passion of Don Bosco and Mother Mazzarello”. This is also my wish 

during this new Scholastic year. 
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Itinerary of the Provincial 

 

June 2017 

 

1    Team Visit- Maria Vihar 

2-8    Provincial Office 

9    Departure for Trichy 

10    Inauguration of the Province of INT 

11    Meeting with Mother Yvonne 

12-13    Provincial Council Meet 

  

      

 


